NEW BEGINNINGS CHURCH: VERSE OF THE DAY - DAILY DEVOTIONAL

JANUARY 9: CONNECTED TO GOD

INTRODUCTION

You probably know what it feels like to start the day connected to God and end it
running on empty. Somewhere between responsibilities, distractions, and
decisions, dependence quietly turns into self-reliance. Most of the time, it is not
intentional. It just happens.

VERSE OF THE DAY: JOHN 15:4

Abide in Me, and | in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself
unless it abides in the vine, so neither can you unless you abide in Me.

THREE THINGS TO MEDITATE (CHEW ON THESE):

WHAT THIS PASSAGE IS REALLY SAYING

Jesus is telling us that spiritual life is not sustained by occasional moments with
God. It is sustained by ongoing dependence. Abiding is not a one-time decision
you made in the past. It is a daily posture of staying connected to Him through
prayer, Scripture, listening, and obedience. Without that connection, spiritual
fruit simply cannot last.

VERSE OF THE DAY

A LIE THIS VERSE SHATTERS

The lie is this:

“l can check in with God occasionally and still live strong spiritually.”

Jesus makes it clear that distance weakens growth. Independence dries up
fruitfulness. Life with God was never meant to be lived on spiritual leftovers. It
requires daily connection.

PICTURE THIS...

Think about breathing. You do not take one deep breath in the morning and
expect it to last all day. Breathing is constant, repeated, and necessary. In the
same way, abiding is not something you do once and move on from. Prayer,
Scripture, and obedience are the steady breaths of a dependent life. When you
stop breathing, everything else quickly suffers.

ONE WORD TO NOTICE

“Abide” - The Greek word meno means to remain, stay, or continue. It implies
persistence, not interruption. Jesus is describing a way of life where you
intentionally remain aware of His presence and direction. Abiding means
choosing, again and again, to stay close rather than drift.

DAILY DEVOTIONAL

MORE THINGS TO MEDITATE ON DAY AND NIGHT:

WHY THIS MATTERS TODAY:

You live in a culture that rewards independence and self-sufficiency. Depending
on God can feel passive or weak. This verse matters today because Jesus
reframes dependence as strength. Daily abiding anchors your heart, sharpens
your discernment, and produces fruit that effort alone never can.
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A QUESTION TO “CHEW ON” / MEDITATE TONIGHT:
Where did you drift into self-reliance today instead of staying dependent on
Jesus?

PRAY ALOUD: lJesus, teach me to depend on You daily and to remain close to You.



