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: VERSE OF THE DAY

DAILY DEVOTIONAL

NEW BEGINNINGS CHURCH: VERSE OF THE DAY - DAILY DEVOTIONAL

JANUARY 4: THE ONE THING

INTRODUCTION

Everyone says, “Put God first,” but if someone could quietly follow you around for
a week, what would they say your life is really centered on? Work? Comfort?
Entertainment? Family? Social Media? Most of us don’t consciously decide to
push time with God to the side. It just slowly gets squeezed out by everything
else that screams “urgent.”

VERSE OF THE DAY: PSALM 27:4
“One thing | have asked from the LORD, that | shall seek:
That | may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life,
To behold the beauty of the LORD; And to meditate in His temple.”

THREE THINGS TO MEDITATE (CHEW ON THESE):

WHAT THIS PASSAGE IS REALLY SAYING

This verse is David opening his heart and saying,

“If | could boil my life down to one main desire, it would be this: to live close to God,
stay close to God, and keep growing in knowing Him more and more each day”

A LIE THIS VERSE SHATTERS

The lie is: “I'll go to Church and get serious about time with God when life calms down.”
But life rarely “calms down.” There is always another busy season, another project,
another game, another reason to skip being in His presence with His people. This truth
reminds us: being in God’s house is not something we squeeze into the leftover
margins of life. It is meant to be a priority, something we build the rest of life around.

PICTURE THIS...

Imagine a family planning a vacation. Research flights, hotels, restaurants, sights,
activities, and reviews. They plan everything around the destination they most want to
be in. Now compare that to how we often treat God’s house. Instead of planning our
lives around being there, we sometimes treat church as an optional add-on, something
we fit in if nothing else conflicts.

David talked like someone whose top destination was the presence of God. His “bucket
list” wasn’t a place on a map; it was being in God’s house, with God’s people, focused
on God Himself.

ONE WORD TO NOTICE

“One thing” - There are a lot of good things in life we can want: career, provision,
family, opportunities, rest, fun. But David boiled it down to one main desire. That
doesn’t mean nothing else matters. It means one thing takes the lead and
everything else finds its place under it.

MORE THINGS TO MEDITATE ON DAY AND NIGHT:

WHY THIS MATTERS TODAY:

We live in a world where Sunday can feel like “catch-up day” or “overflow day”; catch
up on sleep, laundry, emails, sports, errands, or just some peace and quiet. Church
easily becomes optional because everything else feels so necessary. But deep down,
our souls are thirsty for more than a day off. We need a place where we are reminded
who God is, who we are, and what actually matters.

A QUESTION TO “CHEW ON” / MEDITATE TONIGHT:
If someone looked at how | plan my week, would it look like being in God’s house is a
core priority or just a convenient option?

PRAY ALOUD: God, stir my heart to desire Your house more than my comfort and convenience.



